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September 2025 
Dear Parents,

We have had a busy start back to the school year with our topic ‘Off we go! The school is busy with paper plane experiments, butterflies, WW2 Aircraft, stories of Icarus and lots more!  All the children have been involved in their EPIC planning and are finding answers to their questions. We are all looking forward to our focus week this half term which will be “Technology Week” taking place the week beginning October 6th.

Supporting Macmillan

Nursery will be hosting a Macmillan Coffee Morning for parents of Nursery and Reception children.

PLACE: Nursery Classroom DATE: Friday 26th September TIME: 10.30am
Any cake donations would be greatly appreciated. To support our eco work, we kindly ask you to bring a reusable cup for us to fill for you if you are able to do so. 

Pupil Records

It is important that parents notify the school if there are any changes to pupil records e.g. Their address, telephone numbers (home/work/mobile), emergency contacts etc.  Very often when trying to contact parents, we find the contact numbers have changed especially mobile numbers.  Mobile numbers are required for our Teachers2Parents text messaging service for staff to keep you informed of specific class and school activities and parental consultation appointments. A change of contact details form can be obtained from our school website or from the main school office.

Attendance: Article28 – Every child has the right to learn and go to school (UNCRC)

We have recently received attendance data from the local Authority for all schools for the last academic year. Cilâ had the highest attendance in the local Authority with 95.2% which we are so proud of.
‘Good attendance’ is classified as being in school 95% of the time or higher. Most children should routinely have attendance rates of 97% or more.  This is the equivalent of 6 days’ absence a year but many pupils achieve 100% every year. If you take a two-week holiday in term time your child’s attendance will automatically be reduced to less than 95% and this is without sickness.
Every school in Swansea has an allocated Education Welfare Officer who visits the school regularly. We have recently had a new Education Welfare Officer, Mr M Smith, who attends schools to monitor our registers and contact parents if there are any concerns. The school can refer children to the Education Welfare Officer if their attendance or punctuality is causing concern.  We are all here to support you, and fully understand that children can be ill and not able to attend school but we all strive for them to attend school for the rest of the time. 

December Activities

We are in full flow of planning and arranging some winter activities for the children in December. Please can you inform the school as soon as possible if you intend to take your child/children out of school during this period as this has a big impact on costings, coach availability and resources.

Administration of Prescribed Medicine in School

We understand that there may be times where a child may be experiencing an illness that requires them to take medication. Whilst our aim is to limit the need for administering medicines at School, we also appreciate that there may be instances where this is not possible. Please note that the school will administer medicines in the following circumstances only:

· Where medication is prescribed more than 3 times a day (pharmacist label must be on the medicine/box);
· Where the medication is lifelong and life dependent (a Healthcare plan will also be required);
· Where permission is provided.

Please note, off the shelf medications should, when possible be administered before and after the school day.

If your child does require medicine to be administered by staff in school, please ensure you complete the relevant form which can be printed from our website or obtained from the main school office. The medicine should be clearly marked with your child’s name and then handed to the school office along with the completed form in a zip sealed bag, and not handed to the class teacher. Please ensure a spoon or syringe is also included. Please remember, it is your responsibility to collect medicine at the end of each day from the school office.
 
School Development Targets for 2025/26

We are continually working to develop and improve the education of our pupils. After continuous self-evaluation last year, we have identified areas which we aim to further develop this year. These include:

	Main Priority Area
	Main Priority 2025/26

	Teaching and Learning (IA1)



	Numeracy and Literacy
	Strengthen super sentence work to further improve
pupils’ ability to construct high-quality, varied sentences to improve writing fluency and depth across a range of AOLES. 

Strengthen pupils’ problem-solving skills to successfully apply mathematics skills across the curriculum in relevant, purposeful ways. 
     

	
	Curriculum




Welsh Language Skills
	Continue to monitor the school’s presentation policy to ensure consistency across the school to ensure all pupils present work to a high standard, promoting pride and consistency in learning.

Ongoing development of pupils Welsh speaking skills to continue the positive progress of Welsh oracy, extending its incidental use outside of lessons.

	Wellbeing, Care Support and Guidance (IA2)

	Independent Learners Leading their Learning

Behaviour
	To Strengthen pupil independence and resilience to support effective pupil outcomes.

To establish a consistent approach to behaviour through using the “Ready, Respect and Safe” behaviour approach.

	Leading and Improving (IA3)

	Roles and Responsibilities
Workload and Wellbeing

	
Further develop all staff as leaders within their roles.




Harvest Display at Pines Congregational Church

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils from Year 4/5 and Year 6 visited Pines Congregational church on Monday 22nd November to view the Harvest display. We had a lovely visit. A big thank you for the warm welcome we received from the community members.

Harvest Celebrations 

On Thursday October 16th  we will be celebrating Harvest. We kindly ask for donations of tins, rice, pasta or toiletries. As last year, we will be donating your gifts to local food banks.  If you would like to donate any of the above items, could they please be brought to school from Friday 10th October – Wednesday 15th October.

Fire Safety Education

Our children in Year 5 and Year 2 will enjoy a fire safety talk on Friday 10th October from Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service. The aim of the workshop is for the Fire Rescue Service to engage with young people and raise the awareness of the importance of keeping safe. The objectives for the talk will enable our children to:
· Identify fire hazards in and around the home.
· Understand the importance of testing smoke alarms.
· Discuss and plan safe fire escape routes with everyone in their home.
· Be empowered to resist peer pressure in relation to anti-social behaviour and fire crimes such as arson and hoax calls


UK Parliament Assembly

On October 14th our pupils from Year 4/5 and Year 6 will be taking part in a UK Parliament assembly which will involve learning about:
· The role and work of an MP and how to engage with them
· The role and work of Lords and Baronesses
· How Parliament checks the work of the Government and holds them to account
· How Parliament makes laws

Home Time Arrangements/Safeguarding
All children must be collected on time at the end of the school day, by the designated parent/carer. Please ensure your child is aware of the end of school day arrangements, i.e. if they are to wait for an adult to collect them, or they are to go home alone. 
Please can you inform the school if arrangements for school collection at the end of the day change, and that you update your collection from school form in line with school policy and procedures. Forms are available on the school website and the school office if you need to update it, then return it to the school as soon as possible so we can update our records. We will not allow any child to be dismissed to an adult not listed on the form or allow a child to walk home unless you have informed us of this. Your children’s safety is our main priority and we need an adult to inform us if the pupil is walking home not the child themselves.
Please can we remind parents and carers who are dropping off and collecting pupils to make sure that they are supervised at all times whilst on the school premises. This will help to reduce any accidents and ensure all children are safe within the school grounds. Children know that they are not allowed to climb on the walls, small mushrooms and grass banks or use the roundhouse, stage, springers or any school equipment before the start of or after the end of the school day. Please support us in keeping everyone safe.


INSET-Reminder

A reminder that the school’s next INSET day will be Monday November 3rd. Cilâ will re-open for pupils on Tuesday November 4th at 8.40am.
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